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Objective
In order to determine the status 
of scholarly efforts on health literacy 
by librarians, researchers examined 
the characteristics of health 
literacy publications authored 
by librarians from 2000 to 2020.
Literature Review
 Bankson HL. Health literacy: an exploratory bibliometric 
analysis, 1997-2007. J Med Libr Assoc. 2009 
Apr;97(2):148-50. DOI: 10.3163/1536-5050.97.2.016
 Kondilis BK, Kiriaze IJ, Athanasoulia AP, Falagas ME. 
Mapping health literacy research in the European Union: 




 Multi-disciplinary database – Scopus
 Search terms related to health literacy
 Search terms related to libraries, 
librarians/informationists, and information
 Affiliation search to capture authors working 
in library or information roles or possessing 
library/information degrees
 Limited to period of study (2000-2020) and 
document type (articles, reviews, conference 
papers)
Search Strategy




OR informationist*) OR (AFFIL(librar* OR 
information*))
Screening Process - Rayyan
• Web-based screening software designed for 
systematic reviews (1)
• Allows researchers to vote yes, no, or 
undecided
Screening Process
• Completed blindly by two researchers with any 
disputes handled by a third
• Utilized Scopus's author details, full manuscript 
details, or affiliation searches to confirm author 
status




Results retrieved for health literacy within period of 
study
Results retrieved for health literacy 
and library-related concepts within 
period of study for screening
Documents 
included in the 
study
Data Analysis
Data exported to Microsoft Excel
Some cleaning was required for author 
names and affiliations
SPSS statistical software was used to run 
basic descriptive statistics (2)
Results
Bibliometric Indicators







Growth of the Literature
There was a significant linear trend upwards in documents since 
2000, with documents increasing each year at 1.52 on average (p < 
0.001, SE = 0.17, 95% CI 1.16 - 1.875).
Most Productive Authors
Author N° Included Documents Affiliation
Hirvonen, N. 12 University of Oulu
Huotari, M.L. 11 University of Oulu
Monkman, H. 10 University of Victoria 
Xie, B. 10 University of Texas at Austin
Enwald, H. 8 University of Oulu
Grabeel, K.L. 8 University of Tennessee Graduate 
School of Medicine (UTGSM)
Jansen, C.J.M. 8 University of Groningen
Kushniruk, A. 8 University of Victoria
Keselman, A. 7 U.S. National Library of Medicine
Oelschlegel, S. 7 UTGSM
St. Jean B. 7 University of South Florida
Institutions & Number of Authors
Additional Authorship Details
• Solo librarian authors published 26.7% (n=123) 
of the documents
• Out of documents by multiple authors, the 
majority at 63.5% (n=214) were produced by a 
multidisciplinary team
• Authors represented 49 countries
Most Prolific Library Journals
Journal Title N° of Included Documents
Journal of Consumer Health on the Internet 55
Health Information and Libraries Journal 31
Journal of Hospital Librarianship 26
Journal of the Medical Library Association 26
Journal of Medical Internet Research 20
Studies in Health Technology and Informatics 15
Proceedings of the Association for Information 
Science and Technology
13
Communications in Computer and Information 
Science
11
Reference Services Review 10
Most Prolific Non-Library Journals
Journal Title N°
Patient Education and Counseling 4
BMJ Open 3
Health Communication 3
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 3
Academic Emergency Medicine 2
Association for Computing Machinery International Conference Proceeding Series 2
American Journal of Health Behavior 2
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2
Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention 2
Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health 2
BMC Geriatrics 2
Health Education Journal 2
Journal of Education and Health Promotion 2
Journal of General Internal Medicine 2
Knowledge Management and E-Learning 2
Lecture Notes in Computer Science 2
Open Access & Review Articles
36.3% (n=167) documents published open 
access
48 (10.4%) were review articles
Out of the review articles, the majority were by 
multi-disciplinary teams that included at least one 
librarian at 68.7% (n=33)
Citation Impact
Document Title Librarian Author(s) Cited By
Promoting health literacy* McCray A.T. 226
Low health literacy and evaluation of online health 
information: A systematic review of the literature*
Giani S. 182
Risk factors and screening instruments to predict 
adverse outcomes for undifferentiated older 
emergency department patients: A systematic review 
and meta-analysis*
Fowler S. 155
Health information literacy and competencies of 
information age students: Results from the interactive 
online Research Readiness Self-Assessment (RRSA)*
Casey A.M. 151
Social media use among patients and caregivers: A 
scoping review*
Given L.M. 144
Internet usage by low-literacy adults seeking health 
information: An observational analysis*
Charles L. & Drew H. 141
A systematic review of factors influencing older adults' 




Librarians are highly valued collaborators for health 
literacy research.
Few librarians have published multiple times on 
health literacy (19%).
Although more documents were published in non-
library journals, the library journals had a higher 
number of documents per journal.
Limitations
Selection bias Bibliometrics show only part of 
the "impact" research has (3)
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For questions, comments, or more 
information, 
please contact aqwilson@utmck.edu
Thank you!
